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ASPIN BILL PROVIDES -
TIGHTER G..A. REIN

.V;sconsm Democrat Seeks More’
Congressconai Over51ght W:th i
Relief From Some Cmbs :

By CHARLES MOHR
Spacialto Tde New York TImss ~: N
WASHINGTON, March 16 — One of the_
Congressmen responsible for overseeing
the Central Intelligence Agsncy argues

that, contrary to asserticns by other
leg:slators and President Carter, existing
laws and regulations have neither hin-
dered a continuing program of covert
operations abroad nor seriowly oomp
mised agency secrets. .

The Congressman, Renmentaﬁve Lss
Aspin, Democrat of Wisconsin, sald hel
vould introduce legislation: tomormw
that would strengthen, rather than weax-
en, “'the Congressional tether on the intel.

he asserted that his bill would give the
C.I.A. reliet from -some onerous re-
straints and requirements.

In a speech preparsd for delivery
tornorrow in the House, Mr. Aspin said he
was offering his bill as an altemnative to
two bills pending in the Senate, i

The proposal by Mr. Aspin, chalrman
of the Subcommittee on Oversight of the
House Intelligence Committee and a spe-
cialist in defense policy, is in marked con-
trast to some other measurss meant to
“unleash” the intelligence agencies and
to remove what President Carter has as-

serted are “unnmnted” restraints on :

the agencies. - -

Mr. Aspin sald in his prepared speech
that myths and *'false issues” had dis-
torted debate on Congressional oversight
of the C.1.A. and other intelligence activi-

suchoversight, ..

.ToAvold ‘Good oid Days

He ‘said his proposed bill, the In ell!-

gence Activities Act of 1930, was meant to
“prevent a return to the good old days’
that proved to be an embarrassment to us

nizing that our lntell!gence services can-

Other proposed: bills are aimed: at
demolishing the so-called Hughes-Ryan
amendment of 1974, which, in conjunction

cally permitted the full membership of
eight Congressional: committees to. hear
the intelligence agency’s reports on cov-

ert operations. Advocates of such change
have argued that, by increasing the risk
of unauthorized. dxsclosure. the.law has

the course or outcome of events abroad...;..
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*But whers are all these leaks suppos-

edly caused by Hughes-Rayn?” Mr.i"

Aspin asked.. “We are-doing a tair:
amount of covert cperations. now and|
have been for _some ume they.are not.
being leaked.”

The argum‘"\t thatﬂpresent law had|
“‘crippled”  American foreign policy is
fallacious, he added, *“'since covert ac-
tions continus daily.” -

Finds Distortlcn on Reportlng

He also contended that there had been’
gross distorticn in descriptions of how the.
Hughes-Ryan reporting system actually;
worked. Instead of hundreds of members
ot Congress being privy to clandestine
cperations, he malntained that in prac-
tice only 27 membzrs o! the House, 19
Sepators and 17 sta¥f members of the two
bodies recelved such reports. - Co-

Arguing that this was “n0t an unrea-
senable number,” he added, “The key to
avoiding covert action disasters is the as-

consider” such opzraticns. - .

‘A number of covert acdons blew up in
our faces in the past bzcause they ware
terrible ideas to begin with,” he said.
“'They were put together by a handiul of
true believers who prevented anyone who
might qu%txon their Judgment f*vm hav—

ing asay.’
His bill would ; ;mmde that two mem-
bers from ‘‘aporopriate’-- commitiees

-other than the two intelligence paneis

continue to receive briefings on covert
operations. The House and Senate would
make their own rules on this matter, but
under currant practices, this weould in-
volve six members from each house be-
longing to the Foreign Relations, Armed
Services and Appropnahons Committees
ineachchamber.

These 12, added to the 27 members of
the two mtclllgcnce committees, would
make 39 membersof Congress eligible Ior
brielingsoncovertactions, - _

For Prior Notiflcation

Mr. Aspln’s legislation would also|

flatly require, without apparent excep-
tion, prior notification to Congress of all
covert actions, as well as “full’* and com-
plete notiticaticn of all other intelhgence
information, .’ ...

The Carter Admlnlstration and the
C.1.A. have strengly opposed a p
by Senator Walter D. Huddlwtcn, Demo-
crat of Kentucky, that would mandate
prior notification, even to a limited num-
ber of Congressicral figures. A senlor in-
telligence officlal said last week that the
Aspin bﬂl was even lm acceptable to the

£ of clergymen, journalists and professors

surance that a cross section of people will: Act, whichismeant tocreate a “charter”

4 *‘excessively simple”
“wwould be a step backward
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Mr. Aspin’s speech was clearly in-
tended to try to offsst argurcents that
measures taxen several years ago to curb
excesses and illegalities by the ind=lii-
gence services had gora too far and were
now somehow impeding an etiective in-
teiligence aifort.

However, his bill may generate li‘tle
support, In the view of somz House
sourves. He would flatly prohibit the usa

as spies and thelr instituticns as “cover”
for the C.ILA. He wwould also refuse to 2x-
empt the agency, as it wishes to be, from.
the provisions of the Freedom of Inlor-
maticn Act. Instead, the bill wrould pro-
tect rorelgn informaticn sources in the
agency’s files from being divulged by 1o
guests made undsr the :reedom of Inlos-
mation Act.

The Aspin bill appeared to be some-
what more restrictive than Senator Hud-
dleston's proposed Naticnal Intelligence

for the intelligence community. Mr,
Aspin called the Huddleston bill too com-
plex to be passed this year-He saldofaa
measure by Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, Dermccrat of Naw York, Is de-
signed to give the C.1.A. relie! from what
it calls onerous burdens, that it was an
proposal  that
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